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TopCAT 
• Provides a web interface to ICAT 
• Allows users to search metadata 
• Allows searches over multiple ICATS 
• Allows users to download data files / 

data sets 
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TopCAT Setup Script 
• glasfish.props used for setup 

configuration 
• *.icat used to configure ICAT 

connections 
./topcat_setup.py --help 

./topcat_setup.py --create 

./topcat_setup.py --deploy 

./topcat_setup.py --addICAT 

 
 



ICAT 4.2 Support 
• Bug fixes for ICAT 4.2 plugin 
• Specify ICAT authentication plugin to 

use 
– Currently only supports plug-ins that 

require username and password 



Parameter Searching 









Parameter Searching 
• For this to be useful you need 

– a common vocabulary 
– control over new parameter names and 

units 



Work In Progress 
• Link to pansoft repository 

– Work being done by ILL 
• File upload 

– Makes use of IDS 
• Admin interface 











Future Plans 
• Add redirect to user office to obtain 

ICAT session id 
– This will be discussed in detail in the 

PaNdata session 
• Modification of access permissions 

– Grant read access to other users 
– Requires ICAT > 4.3 

• DOI generation 



Links 
• TopCAT the movie 

– http://code.google.com/p/icatproject/downloads/ 

• PaNdata TopCAT 
– https://pandata.rl.ac.uk/ 

• ISIS TopCAT 
– https://data.isis.stfc.ac.uk/ 

• Diamond TopCAT 
– https://icat.diamond.ac.uk/ 

http://code.google.com/p/icatproject/downloads/
https://pandata.rl.ac.uk/
https://data.isis.stfc.ac.uk/
https://icat.diamond.ac.uk/TOPCATWeb.jsp


Summary 
• View meta data from multiple ICATs 
• Download data files and data sets 
• Compatible with ICAT auth plugins 

requiring username and password 
• Upload of datasets 
• Better integration with user office 

authentication mechanisms 
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